Themes of the Counter Reformation
· The Counter Reformation was the Catholic response to Luther and the Protestant Reformation. The Church leaders realized that in some ways Luther was right, an example was clerical immortality and the necessity to reform the church.

· Pope Paul III (1534-1549) called the Council of Trent which was designed to reconcile Protestant and met from 1545-1563. It did not succeed in reconciling protestants, it did however succeed in reforming the church.

· It took action against pluralism(holding multiple offices), simony(sale of church positions), absenteeism(holding an office you never visit), clerical immorality(priests keeping mistresses), and clerical ignorance. It also re-affirmed the seven sacraments.

· It failed to reconcile Protestants as they refused to agree to anything that was not explicitly stated in the Scripture. 

· Many religious orders were founded, noteably the Society of Jesus or the Jesuits. They were intended to serve as both a means for clerical education and as mobile missionaries. Popes ‘Shock Troopers’.

· Calvinism comes around in 1556, 2nd round of Reformation. God chooses who will be saved rather than in Lutheranism with salvation through faith alone.
